@ " :Iwas out of breath, and could not read. Mr. Hinton, to whom | handed

e Ctl f f e 1¢ paper, read it with great force and clearness. While he was reading
z 9 n C ' every kind of demonstration and gesticulation was going on. Men )
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@ S;]ll(?(l]('d. women fainted, dogs barked, white and colored people
: t1(1)10k hands, songs were sung, and by this time cannons began to fire
at the navy yard, and follow in the wake of the roar that had for some

time been going on behind the White House. . . . Great processions of
colored and white men marched to and fro and passed in l'm;)t of i] 3
° '\?’hilc House and congratulated President Lincoln on his pr()('hm'xllm
The President came to the window and made rusponsl\';- bowg 'u;d o
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u'xg., him (o death. . . . It was indeed a time of times, and nothing like it
will ever be seen again in this life. ‘

Reverend Henry M. Turner
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On September 22, 1862, President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation,
iclaring that all slaves in states still in rebellion would be free as of January 1, 1863.
Because those states were not under Union control at the time, no slaves were actually
wt free that day. The Proclamation, however, was a powerful symbol of hope for those
dill in slavery and inspired a wave of Union support from free African Americans. In
this account, Reverend Henry M. Turner, a frecborn African American living in
Washington, D.C., describes his people’s reaction to the news of the Proclamation.
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Seeing such a multitude of people in and around my church, [ hur- | Literary Analysis
riedly sent up to the office of the first paper in which the proclamation Diaries, Journals, and
of freedom could be printed, known as the Evening Star, and squeezed Letters How would

o you describe the tone
myself through the dense crowd that was waiting for the paper. The o Bavarend Torner’s
first sheet run off with the proclamation in it was grabbed for by description?
three of us, but some active young man got possession of it and fled.

The next sheet was grabbed for by several, and was torn into tatters.

The third sheet from the press was grabbed for by several, but I suc-

ceeded in procuring so much of it as contained the proclamation, and

off | went for life and death. Down Pennsylvania Avenue I ran as for !

my life, and when the people saw me coming with the paper in my @ JReading Check

hand they raised a shouting cheer that was almost deafening. As What do people do when
many as could get around me lifted me to a great platform, and they see the reverend
[started to read the proclamation. I had run the best end of a mile, running down the street?
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