
|ohn Winthrop
ln England, th6 Puritan lead€r John Wlnthrop ('1588-'1649) came from a woaRhy
and tlalngd as a lawysr. H6 sailed for North Amorlca and drrlv€d in Boston Harbor

1630 on th6 shlp the Arb6la, where he d6llv€red th6 germon that ls oxcorpted below.
bocame governor ot lvlassachuselts Bay Cotohy soon after th6 s€t oment was

and s6rv€d for tw6lv6 annuall€rms. HIs iournat, enfltjed The Hlstory of New
was llrst print6d In 1790, and ls on€ of the most lmportant rocords of eady
s6tts hlstory. Wnthrop's coBervEtlve r6llglous siance h6lp6d hlm €mphaslze

but h6 abo stross€d tho ne6d forChrlallan love and for logtc as p6rtoffoundlng th€
land.

From A Moilell of Christian Charity
GOD ALMIoHTY inHis most holy and wise providence, hath so disposed of
the condition of hanklhd, as in all tlmes some must be !ich, some poor, some
high and emioent in power and digDity; others meano and in submission.

m.a,l lowln renkor status
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The Reason hereof:

lst Redsofi,

First to hold conformity with the rest of His wolld, bcing deliShted to show
forth the glory ofhis wi6dom in the wri€ty afld diference ofthe creatures, and
the glory of His power in ordering all these differences for the Preservation
aad good of the whole, aDd the glory of His greatfless, that as it is the 81ory
of princes to have many oficers, so this $eat king will have many stewards,

counting himself more honored in dispensing his giis m man by man, than if
he did it by his own immediate hands.

2td Reason.

secondly, that H€ might have the more occasion to manifest the work of his
Spirit: first upon the wicked in moderating and restraining them, so that the
rich and mighty should not eat up the poor, nor the poor and despised rise up
against and shake olr their yoke, Secondly, in the regeneratel in exercising His
graces in thern, as in the great ones, the love, mercy, Sentleness, temperaDce

€tc., and in the poor and inferior sort, their faith, patience, obedience etc.

/r3"',rmre: rcformcd; spirituallyr.born
d,rr,rgilisrred i.€., from on. another

3rd Reasofi,

'Ihirdly, that every man might have need of others, and from hence they might
be all knit more nea y together in the bonds ofbrotherly afection. From heflce
it appea$ plaiDly that rlo man is made more honorable than another or more
wealthy etc., out of any particuler and singular respect to hih6elf, but for the
glory ofhis Creator and the common good ofthe creature, Man. Therefore God
still rcserves the property of the6e gift6 to Himself as Eze k 16: 17, He there calls

wealth, His gold and His silver, and Prov. 3:9, He claims their service as His due,
"Hotur the Lord with thy riches," etc.-All men being thus (by divine provi-
dence) ranked into two sorts, rich and poor; under the first are comprehended
all such as are able to live comfortably by their own means duly improved; and
all others are poor accoding to the former diitlibution.

There are two rules whereby we are to walk one towards alother: Justice and
Mercy. These are always distinguishedo in their act and in their object, yet
may they both concur in the same subject in each respectj as sometimes there
may be an occacion of showing mercy to a rich man itr some sudden danger
or distress, and also doing of mere iustice to a poor man in regard of some
particula! contract, etc.
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The defrnitlon which the ScrlPtule gives us of love is this: Love is the bond

ofperfectio[ First it is a bond or ligament. Secondly' it mak$ th€ tork Per-

fect, There is no body but colsist3 ofParts and that which knits these parts

together, gives the body lts perfection, becausc lt makcs.ach part so contiSu-

orri to others as thereby they do mutually participatc with each otber, both

in str€ngth and infirmity, in pleasurg and pain. To instence in the most Per-
fect ofall bodi.s: Christ .nd hi6 Chuch make one body. The several parts of
this body consideled a part beforc they wtrc united, wcre as dlsproportion.te

and as much dicordertng as so many contrary qualitier or elem€nts' blrt $h€n

Christ coffi$, and by his spilil aod lov€ knits all these parts to himself and

each to other, lt ls become the most Perfect and be6t ProPortioned body in
th. world (BPh. 4:15-16). christ, by whom all the body beinS knir togcther by

evelyjolnt for the furnltureo thercof, according to the efrectu.l power which

i8 ln the m€asure of every Perfection of P.rts, a Slorious body without sPot

or wrlnklci the ligam.nts h.rcof being Ch.tst, or his love, for Chlist is love

(l Iohn 4:8). So this definitior ls right. Lo\c is th€ bond ofPerfection.

From hence we may frame these conclusions:

Flr6t of all, true Chlistlans ale ofonc body ln christ (1 Cor. l2). Ye are the

body of Chrlst and members of thelr Part, All the part6 of this body being thus

united are made so contiguous in a special relation as thay must needs partake

of each other's strength o[d idirmity; joy and solrow, w€el and woe. If one

member suffers, all suffer with it, If one be h hono!, all reJoice with it

Secordly, th€ Iigaments ofthis body which k1rlt togeth.r are love

Thirdly, no body can be perfect which wantso its Ploper liSament.

Fourthly, all the parts of this body being thus united are m.de so cofltiguous

in aipecial relation as they must needs Partake of cach other's strength and

infilmity, joy and souow wcal and woe. (l Cor. 12:26) If one member sufers,

all suffer with it; if one be in honon all teiotce with it.

Fifthly, this sensitivity .nd symPethy of ..ch other's conditions will n€cessar-

ily infuse into each part a nativ. desire atrd cndeavor, to strengthen' defend,

preserve and comfort the other. To insist a litde on this conclusion being the

product of.ll the former, thc truth hereofwill aPPear both bI precept and Pat-
tern. I John 3:16, "We ought to lay down our lives for the brcthren." Gal. 6:2,

"Bear ye one anotheri burdens and so fulfill th€ law ofChrist."

/s'rllur.: furnlthln8
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From the former considerations ari6c thes€ conclnsions:

FiBt, thii lovc among Christians is. rcal thing, not ima8itrary

S€condly, this love is as absolutely nece$ary to the being ofthe body of Christ,
as the rln€ws and oth.r ligaments of a Datural My are to the beinS of that My.
Thirdly, this love is a dMne, spiritual nature; f!ee, active, strong, courageous,
permanent; underyaluin8 sll things beneath it6 proper obiect and of all the
graces, this makes us nearcr to resemblc the vi.tues ofour heavenly father.

Fourthly, it rests in thc love and welfare of its beloved. For the full certain
knowledge ofthose truths concerning th. nature, use, and excellency ofthis
gEce, that whlch the holy ghost hath left recorded, 1Co( 13, may give full
satisaction, which is deedful for every true member ofthis lovelybodyofthe
Lord Jesus, to work upon th€lr hcarts by pr.ye!, meditation, continual exercise
.t least of th€ speclal lnlluence ofthis grace, till Christ be formed iIr them and
they h htm, all in each othen knit together by this bond oflove,

It rest6 now to make some appltcatton of this discouNe, by the pleserlt desigfl,
whlch gave the occaslon ofwdtinS ofit. Herein are four things to be prcpoun&d;
frrst tlrc pe!son6, secondly, the work, thtndly, the end, foulthly, the means.

Flrst, for the pelsons, We are a company Fofessing ourselves fellow mehbe$
of Christ, in whi.h r.Bp€ct only, though i ,E \alre absent from each other many
milec, arld h6d our employments as far dlstant, ]'et $e ought to accour ourselves
knit toSethcr by thi6 bond oflove and live in the ex€rcise of it, if w€ would haye
comfott of our being ln Christ. This was notorious" in the practice ofthe Chris-
tians in former times; as ts telttned ofthe Wal&nses,'from the mouth ofone of
the adversaries Aeneas $'lvltJs' '/fiuhlo atuent pene antequafi norutlt"-they nse
to lolr any ofthei! own religion even bcfore they were acquainted with them.

Secondly, for the work we have in hand. lt is by r mutual consent, through
a special ovcrvaluing providcnce and a more than oldinar)' applobation of
thc churcher ofChrist, to scek out a place of cohabitation and consortship'
undera due form ofgovernment both civil alld ecclesiastical. In such cases as

this, the care of the public must oversway' all private respects, by which, not

roio'idr.r: ootrbli wcll-hown (not D...r!arlly in r p.rontlw s.n..)
WaA.rs.r: m.mb.n ofr Chdltl.n ,novaD.nt of thc l.tcr Mlddlc AB.! cond.mncd .s hcrcttc.l by th.
Crthollc Chu.ch

r.r.ar Sy'vls' En.. StMo Plccolomtnl (uo5-146r), Pop. Plur II froD 1458 u.til hi. d..th
.onrorrri,r: f€llowihip, partn.nhlp

ow r,.rr hold twry ovcr
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only.ooscience, but m€re clvil policy, doth bind us. For it k a true rule that
pa icular! estatcs cannot subsisto itr the ruin ofthe Public.

thirdly, the end is to imFove our live6 to do more service to the Lord; the
comfort and i[crease of thc body of Ch.ist, whereof we arc members, that

burselvcs and posterity may be the better Preserved &om the common cor-

rirpttons ofthis wil world, to servc the Lord and work out our salvrtlon under

the powcr and purity of his holy ordinances.

Fourthly, for the means wher€by this ;ust be effccted. They are twofold, a

conforrhity wtth the work and end we alm at. These wc se€ ale qtrroldi!8ry
thercfore we must not contdrt ourselvcs wlth usual ordinary means. Whatso_

ever ra,. did, o! ought to hgl'e done, when we lived in England, the satne mult
lre do, and more also, where uE 8o. That which the most in th.ir churches

maitlteln as t.uth in profcssloo only, we must brilg into famillar and constatf
practice; as in thls duty ofilove, we must lote brotherly wlthout dtsstmula-

tion,' we rtrust lorc one another with a pure heart fervendy. We must bear orle

arcthert burdens. we must not look only on our own things, but also orl thc
things of our brethren

Nclther must we think that the Lord wif bear with such f.ilinS! at our h6nds as

he doth ftom tho6. among whom $,e have lirtdi and that for these threc reasons:

FirEl in reg.rd of the more !ea! bond of marriage betwEen Him and us,

nherein He hath taken us to b€ His, after a most strict and p€culi.f manner,

which will makc Hlm the morc jealous of our love and obedicnce. So He tells

th€ p.ople of Israel, you only have I known of all the families of the earth,

thcr€fo.e will I punish you for)lour transgrcsslons.

Secondly, because the Ldrd will be sanctified in th.m that come near Hlm.
We know that th.re wele m4lly that corrupted the selvlce of the Lordi solrte

s.tting up .ltars bcfore his owni others offering both strange 6re and strange

6ecri6ces al6o; yet ther€ camc no file from heavel, or other sudden iudgment
upon them, as did upon Nadab and Abihu," whom yet we may think did not
6in presumPtuously.

dhttnctiv., parttculer

andtril* th.6!st two sons ofAlron, blothcr ofMocc!, th.y mad. an uneanctloncd srcrifi..
ro God, and w.r. conlomcd by God! own 6..
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Thirdly, when God gives a speclal commission He looks to have it strictly ob-
served in every artldc; when He gave Saul a commission to dcstroy Amalecko
He indentcd with htm upon certain artlcles, and because h€ falled irl onc of
the least, and that upon a fair preten6e, it lost htm the ktngdom, which should
have been his reward, ifhc had obscrved hls commisslon.

Thus stands the cause between God and us. We are eltered into covenant with
Htm for this work. We havc taken out a coDmission, The Lord hath given us

leave to draw our own artidcs, We have pmfessed to enterprise thes€ and thos.
.ccount!, upon these ond those ends. We have hereupon bcsought Hlm of faror
and blessing. Now tfthe Lord shall please to hear us, and bring us ln pe6ce to the
place wE dcsire, thcn hath Ha ratified this covenant and s€.lcd oul commission,
and will €xpect a strict performance ofthc articles containcd in ig but lfwe shall
n glect the observatlon ofthese artides which .re the ends we have propoundcd,
and, diss.mbling with our God, shall fail to embrace thi! present wodd a.d pros'
ecute our camal intentions,'sccking great things for oursel!86 and our posterity,
the Lord wtll surely break out in wr.th against us, and be revengcd of sudr a

pcople, end make us know the pricr ofthe breach ofsuch a covenanl

Now, the only way to avoid thls shipwreck 6nd to proyide for our posterity,
is to follow the counsel of Mlcah," to do rustly, to love mercy, to walk humbly
with our God. For this €nd, we must bc knit together, in this work as onc
man. We must ent€rtaino each other in brotherly afection. W€ mu6t b€ wllling
to abridgeo ourselvcs ofour supe luities,o for the dupply of othefs' neces6itle0.
We mu6t uphold a familiar comlDarce tog€thcr in all meekness, gcntleners,
patience, and libcrality. Wc must dcllght in cach othcB make othe.s' colrdi-
tions our own; reioice togcther, mouln together, labor and sufier together,
always havi[g beforc oul eycs our commission and communlty in the work, ss
members of the same My. So shall we keep thc unity of the spirit in th€ bond
of peace. The Lord will be our God, and dellght to dwell among us, as His
own people, and will command a blcssing upon us in all our way6, so that we
shall see much more of His wtsdom, pow€r, goodncss and truth, than formerly
w€ have been acquainted wtth. We shall find that th€ God of Isra.l is among
us, when ten ofus shall be able to re6i6t a thousand ofour eaemiesi when He

a com,,ktion to dattu, Amar..*: lJI I Srmu.l (BlU.), S.ul lo!., hlr ttngshlp wh.tl h. frllr to .ompl.t.
thc totrl d.srructlon ofthc Ansl.kltcs .nd .[ th.lr ltv.rrocl( command.d by cod
lrot .ut our c.nal int.ntbrr: strlvc to fulfill our !.!thly d.rtr.!
MLarr: proph.t .nd ,uthor of th. Boot of Mtcih (Btbl.)

,tlrrrzlr: show ho.pttellty to
abrtdg.: d.ptty.
ttp.rlttti.a d..ts, luntr bB
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shall make us a praise and glory that men shall say ofsucceedinS plantations,o

"may the Lord make tt ltke that of New Engla\d." Fot we fiust cofisidet thdt
xle shdll be as o city upon a hill. The eyes of all people aft upoh us. So that lf $/e

shall dedl fakell with our God ii this work we havc uhilertakeL atil so .ouse
Him to $,ithdra$t His pr.seht help Itorn us, ee sholl be uade a story and a by-
*ott through the wotld. We shall op.+ the mouths ofenemies to speak €vll of
the ways of God, and all professors for Godt sake. We shall shame the faces

of many of God's worthy servants, and cause thelr prayers to be tulned into
curs€s upon us till w€ bc consumed out ofthe good land whither we are going.

And to shut this discourse wlth that exhortation of Moses, that faithful senrant
ofthe Lord, tn hts last farewell to Israel, beut. 30. "Beloved, there ls now set be-
fore us life and death, good afid evil," in that la,€ are commanded this day to love
thc Lord our God, and to love one another, to walk in his ways and to keep hi!
Commandments a[d hls orditrarce and his laws, and the articlB ofour Cov-
cnant with Him, that we may live and bc multiplied, and that the Lord our God
mey bless us in the land whither we 8o to possess tL But if our hearts sho[ turn
oway, so that tte eill not obey, but sholl be seduced, and *orship othet Gods, out
?leasure and profts, atd sefl,e th.fi, it is ProPounded afio $ thit day, tae shdll
surely pe sh out of the good land ehither we poss oeer this vast sed to possess it.

Therejore let us choose l{e,
thdt we, ond aut seed,

may ltue; by obeying His
wice dnd clcaeing to Hlm,

fot He is our llfe ond
our prosperity.

30

Ra!d
l. What do6s tho anangdnont ot tho s€rmon (broaks, qu63tlons, punotuauon)

r€vcal about Wnlkop'a alm?

2. How do6s Wnlhrop oxplaln tho relationlhlp boiw€on Chrktlan duly and
communlty?

3. How do tho prools Wlnthrop olfers relloct hb dual bellof ln fslth and lo€lc?

4. How do€s Wnthrop deffno low?

5. What do€s th6 mataphor ot lh6 clty on the hlll sugg63t ebout tho colonlots'
mbslon ln N€w Enoiand?

ttory cnd a by,,!or.l: 1..., an c$fip)

i
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Wrlt
1. Wrlte a brlot analysls of Wnthrop's ld6ar 6bout oommunlty as you 3ee

th6m 6xproa6od hore.

2. Wrho a d€$rtprbi of Wnthlopb pe,rorra as you s€6 lt r6v6aH ln hl! cholc€
ol lrnagB, hls appEach to hlr llst6ne€, and hls cholco of oxampl6a and

3. Do you thhk WnthDp wa! worlod about th6 succoss of th6 6ntsrpia6?
Flnd plec€s ln tho t6xt th6t 3upport your p6Bpectlv6.

Connaci
1. Wrlte e rgf€ctlon on thls sermon from your perspectlvo as a twonty-fkst

century r6sd6r. Ia lt convlnclng? lnlerostlno?

2. Now wdte a Eioctlon lmaglnho yoursell ln th6 audl€oc€ abo€rd th6 !hlp.
Consld€r whet you mbm be wond€dng and how you mloht 3€€ Wnthrop as
a ltad6r,
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