r.

166

r']l:

i

I

lro(,uois League, The Constitution ol Five Nations 167

'Tbxts and Viis,uails
We place at the top of the Tree of the Long Leaves an Eagle who is able to see

Iii'oquor{s l-eague
The Conslilution oI Five Nations ol tha lroquois League, also known as the Great Binding
Law, was formulated in the fifteenth century by tive tribes-Cayuga, Mohawk' Oneida'
in
Onondaga, and Seneca. lt established laws and proceduros for the large community

whatisnowthenortheastornUnit€dStates.Passeddownorallytorgenelations'the
constitutionwasWritteninEnglishlanguagetranslationatthebeginningofthetwentielh
the lroquois'
century by Arthur Parker, a historian and ethnologist who is d€scended
'rom
Thls excerpl gives 16 articles of the 117 that make up the document'

Xrritlu;r

'fho (iorustitwtian af Five Nations

'Xhe (.loiLlrur:ii of ttrre Gneat Feace
The Great Binding

he

To you Adodarhoh, the Onondaga cousin Lords,

I and the other Confeder-

Lords have entrusted the caretaking and the watching ofthe Five Nations
Council Fire.
ate

I

When there is any business to be transacted and the Confederate Council is
not in session, a messenger shall be dispatched either to Adodarhoh, Hononwirehtonh or Skanawatih, Fire Keepers, or to their War Chiefs with a full
statement of the case desired to be considered. Then shall Adodarhoh call his
cousin (associate) Lords together and consider whether or not the case is of
sufficient importance to demand the attention of the Confederate Council.
If so, Adodarhoh shall dispatch messengers to summon all the Confederate
Lords to assemble beneath the Tree ofthe Long Leaves.
When the Lords are assembled the Council Fire shall be kindled, but not
chestnut wood, and Adodarhoh shall formally open the Council.

with

Then shall Adodarhoh and his cousin Lords, the Fire Keepers, announce the

Law Gayanashagowa

I am Dekanawidah and with the Five Nations' Confederate Lords I plant the
Tree ofthe Great Peace' I plant it in your territorp Adodarhoh, and the Onondaga Nation, in the territory ofyou who are Firekeepers'
I name the tree the Tree ofthe Great Long Leaves. Under the shade ofthis Tree
ofthe Great Peace we spread the soft white feathery down ofthe globe thistle
as seats for you, Adodarhoh, and your cousin Lords'

thisWe place you uPon those seats' sPread soft with the feathery down ofthe globe
There
of
Peace'
Tree
of
the
branches
spreading
tle, ih.re Leneath the shade ofthe
shall you sit and watch the Council Fire of the Confederacy of the Five Nations'
you'
and ail the affairs of the Five Nations shall be transacted at this place before
Nations'
Five
ofthe
Lords
Ado&rhoh, and your cousin Lords, by the Confederate
Roots have spread out from the Tree ofthe Great Peace, one to the north, one
to the east, one to the south and one to the west. The name of these roots is
The Great White Roots and their nature is Peace and Strength'

If any man or any nation outside the

Ifhe sees in the distance any evil approaching or any danger threatening
will at once warn the people ofthe Confederacy.

afar.

Five Nations shall obey the laws of the

Great Peace and make known their disposition to the Lords of the Confedclean and
eracy, they may trace the Roots to the Tree and if their minds are
Council'
Confederate
ofthe
theyare oLedient and promise to obey the wishes
they shall be welcomed to take shelter beneath the Tree ofthe Long Leaves'

subject for discussion.

lhe Smoke of the Confederate Council Fire shall ever ascend and pierce
the sky so that other nations who may be allies may see the Council Fire of
the Great Peace.

Adodarhoh and his cousin Lords are entrusted with the Keeping ofthe Council Fire.

Adodarhoh, and your thirteen cousin Lords, shall faithfully keep the space
about the Council Fire clean and you shall allow neither dust nor dirt to accumulate. I lay a Long Wing before you as a broom. As a weapon against a crar^{ing
creature I lay a staffwith you so that you may thrust it away from the Council
[ire. lfyou fail to cast it out then call the rest ofthe United Lords to your aid.
You,

Council of the Mohawk shall be divided into three parties as follows:
Tekarihoken, Ayonhwhathah and Shadekariwade are the first party; Sharenhowaneh, Deyoenhegwenh and Oghrenghrehgowah are the second party, and
Dehennakrineh, Aghstawenserenthah and Shoskoharowaneh are the third
party. The third party is to listen only to the discussion ofthe first and second
ies and if an error is made or the proceeding is irregular they are to call
tention to it, and when the case is right and properly decided by the two
s they shall conlirm the decision ofthe two parties and refer the case to
Seneca Lords fbr their decision. When the Seneca Lords have decided in
with the Mohawk Lords, the case or question shall be referred to the

, The

ayuga

and Oneida Lords on the opposite side ofthe house.
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