njamin Franklin (1706-1790) was born in Boston ot a poor family and became a printer,
olutionary, writer, and statesman, He is perhaps the most famous example o{ the
rerican ideal ol what the new country might offer individuals who strive, Moving to
iladelphia at 16, Franklin taught himself the printer's trade, beg an wtiling Poor Richard's
nanac, and served in the Pennsylvania Assembly. His pamphlets and tracts became
uential in lhs move toward independence, and he served in the Continental Congress
1775, becoming a primary editor of the Declaration ol lndependence. H€ was the new
untry's first Postmaster General and was the first ambassador to Franco. An inventor,
entist, and philosopher, Franklin was also one of the earliest advocates for the abolition
slavery and for the protection of rights for indigenous peoples. His views on Am€rican
,ians are clear in his passionate "Notes Concerning the Savages."
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regard as frivolous and useless. An instance
ofth is occurred at
Lancaster, in penn sylvania, anno 1744, between
the Sovernment
ia and the Six Nations . After the principal
business was settled, the
from Virginia a cquainted the Indian by a speech,
that there
Iiamsburg a co)lege, with a fund for educating
Indian
Six Nations would se nd down halfdozen

e

youth; and

oftheir young lads to that

government would take care that the y should
be well provjded for,
d in all the learning of the white people. It
is one of the Indian
eness not to answer a public proposition
the same day that
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their manners differ from ours, which we think
the perfection ofcivility; they think the same oftheirs.
Perhaps, ifwe could examine the manners ofdifferent nations with impartiality,
we should find no people so rudei as to be without any rules of politenessf nor
any so polite, as not to have some remains ofrudeness.
The Indian men,whenyoung, arehunters and warriors; when old, counselors;
for all their government is by counsel of the sages; there is no force, there
are no prisons, no officers to compel obedience, or inflict punishment. Hence
they generally study oratory, the best speaker having the most influence.
The Indian women till the ground, dress the food, nurse and bring up the
children, and preserve and hand down to posterity the memory of public
transactions, These employments of men and women are accounted natural
and honorable. Having few artificial wants,' they have abundance of leisure
for improvement by conversation. Our laborious manner of life, compared
with theirs, they esteem slavish and base; and the learning, on which we value
Savages we call them, because

rde: lacking
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reinemelt or culture

eJ3: lefi nenrent,
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culture

is

ink it would b€ treating it as a Iight matter, and that
t hey show it
rng time to consider it, as ofa matter im
Portant
deferred their answer till the day following; when

their
their deep sense of the kindness of the Virgrnla
, in making them that ofer; "for we know,',
says he, "that you highly
kind ofiearning ta ught in those Colleges, and that
t he maintenance
men, while wit h you, would be very expensive
to you. We are
therefore, that you mean to do us good by your
p roposal; and we
heartily. But wh o are wise, must know that different
nations have
ptions of thi ngs; and you will therefore
not take it amiss , if our
kind of educa tion happen not to be the same with
yours We have

ggan, by expressing

erience of it; several of our young people were
formerl y brought

of the northern provinces; they were instructed
i n all your
when they came back to us, they were bad
runners, ignorant of
ofliving in t he woods, unable to bear either colcl
or hu nger, knew
to build a cabin, take a deer, or kill an enem y, spoke
our language
}+ere therefore neither fit forhunters, warrio rs,
nor counselors; they
good for nothing. We are however not the
I ess obliged by your kind
we decline accepting it; and, to show our grateful
leges

sense

ofit, if the

ioTVirginia will send ns a dozen oftheir son s, we will take great care
, instruct them in all we know, and make men of
them."

ent occasions to hold public councils, they
have acquired
d decency in conducting them. The old men sit
in the foremost
rriors in the next, and the women and children in the
hindmost
of the women is to take exact notice of what passes,
imprint it
es (for they have no writing), and comm
unicate it to their
are the records of ths council, and they preserve
traditions of
ln treaties 100 years back; which, when we com pare
with our
always find exact. He that would speak, rises, The rest
observe a
ence. When he has finished and sits down, the y Ieave
him 5 or 6
t, that, ifhe has omitted anything he inte nded to say, or has
ddd, he may rise again and deliver it. To interru pt another, even
in
ation, is reckoned h ighly indecent. How different this from
a polite British House of Commons, where scarce a day
Passes
confusion, that makes the speaker hoarse in calling to order;
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