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Writer, farmer, statesman, and third President of the young United States, Thomas

Jetferson ('1743-1826) was also a powerful writer. The opening lines of the D€claration ot
lndependence strike the chords of American ideals ofopportunity, freedom, and justice that

havo resonaled for ov€r two centuries. He was a voracious reader and constant studenl

of many subjects-technology, horticulture, astronomy, languages-and he donated his

impressive library to the United States at his death, establishing what would becomo
the Library of Congress. He laid out plans for a vigorous government, with support for
education, inquiry and individual liberty. His work shows the complexities of culture and th€
paradoxes inherent in his words "all men are created equal." His Oeclaralion is an important

statem6nt of Enlightenment thought. He died, like his friend John Adams, on July 4, '1826.
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The unanimous Declaration ofthe thirteen
united States of America
When in the Course of human events it becomes necessary for one people

to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another and
to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to
which the Laws ofNature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect

to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which
impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.-That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed,-That whenever any Form of Government becomes

destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it,
and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect

their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments
long established should not be changed for light and transient causesi and
accordingly all experience hath shewn" that mankind are more disposed to
suffer, while evils are sufferable than to right themselves by abolishing the
forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce
them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off
such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.-Such

has been the patient sufferance ofthese Colonies; and such is now the necessity

which constiains" them to alter their former Systems of Government The

history ofthe present King of Great Britain is a history ofrepeated iniuries and

usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment ofan absolute Tyranny

over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid' world'

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for

the public good.

He has iorbidden his Governors to Pass Laws of immediate and pressing

importance, unless suspended in their oPeration till his Assent should be

obiained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them'

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation oflarge districts

ofpeople, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in

the Legislature, a right inestimable'to them and formidableo to tyrants only'

He ias called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable'

and distant from the depository oftheir Public Records, for the sole purpose

of fatiguing them into comPliance with his measures.

He has dissolved RePresentative Houses repeatedly, for oPPosing with

manly firmness his invasions on the rights ofthe people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to

be elected, whereby the Legislative Powers, incapable of Annihilation,' have

returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean

time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within'

He has endeavoured to prevent the populationo of these States; for that

purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to

pass others to encouiage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of

new Appropriations of Lands.
He has obstructed the Administration of |ustice by refusing his Assent to

Laws for establishing iudiciary Powers.

He has made fudges dependent on his Will alone for the tenure of their

offices, and the amount and payment oftheir salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New offices, and sent hither swarms of
Officers to harass our people and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the

Consent of our legislatures.
He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the

Civil Power.
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He has combined with others to sub.iect us to a jurisdiction foreign to our
constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts
of pretended Legislation.

For quartering large bodies ofarmed troops among usi
For protecting them, by a mock Trial from punishment for any Murders

which they should commit on the Inhabitants ofthese States:

For cutting offour Trade with all parts ofthe world:
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us in many cases, ofthe benefit ofTrial by Iury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences:
For abolishing the free System ofEnglish Laws in a neighbouring Province,

establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries
so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the
same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws and
altering fundamentally the Forms ofour Governmentsi

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested
with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection
and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and
destroyed the lives ofour people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to
compleat the works of death, desolation, and tyranny, already begun with
circumstances ofCruelty & Perfidy'scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous
ages, and totally unworthy the Head ofa civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to
bear Arms against their Country, to become the executioners oftheir friends
and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to
bring ono the inhabitants ofour frontiers, the merciless lndian Savages whose known
nrle ofwarfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.o

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in
the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by
repeated iniury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which
may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler ofa free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have

warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend
an unwarrantable' iurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the

circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to
their native iustice and-magnanimity, and we have conjured them iy the ties
ot our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably
interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deafto the
voice of justice. and of consanguinity.o We must, tLerefore, acquiesce in the
necessity, which denounceso our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the
rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in peace Friends.

^ 
We, 

_therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in
General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme fudge of the world
for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and b"y Authority of
the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these
united Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States,
that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Cro;n, and that all
political connection between them and the State ofGreat Britain, is and ought
to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full
Power to levy War, conclude peace, contract Aliiances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right
do.-And for the support of this beclaration, with a firm relianie on the
protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives,
our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.
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New Hampshire:

./$;41 Badlrtt, w;llieh4 Whip?lc, natthea, Tllarutou

Masoachusettsr

./oh" HdL1.o.l, SarinclAdanc,Johu Adan6, Raled ftcat paina, Elbidgc Qcrry

Rhode Island:
shpl,th Hoplih6, williat Elhtl

Connecticut:
Rgcr Shcrnan, Sanucl HunL'njtoa Willaa Willnnr, Olivcr Woboft

New York:
Willilrn Fly4 Ph;lip Liyihtstoh, Fte,.ii !cu)ts, Lrwb Morrir

New fersey:
Rn/nrlslwl<toafin wil/a*poon, Frcn.is Hopli so,l,./oAh Han, Abrahan Cla*

Pennsylvania:
Robcn hons, knlnin Rush, Bcxl4,,tih Fnhlliqh/ln Modo , Qcoryc Crhai./aacs Saith,
Ccot/rc Ta/lot ./at cs Wibor, acortc Rpss

Prddr,: faithlessness, betrayal

btifig ofi: sel upon
cordiriolJr social positions

u nwafi dn t a b I et lunj'ustifiable cohsanguinity kinship, blood relationship
dero!11 cer: annouDccs. Droclainrs
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Delaware:
Ceuar tu&y dcorjc Rcal fhona /tulQax

Maryland;
hnacl Ch*c, wil/hn Patc, Thon* Stonc, Cheics Canoll of Camllton

Virginia:
0aorya trythc, Rtuhard uatV Lcc, Tltonasfiftrcon, Bcnlnin Hanison, fhou* Nclson,./r,,

Ft'4h.b Lbhtf?ot lrc, Can r Brdxto'l

North Carollna:
willia$ Hoop4,/otcpll Hrw*,./ohu Pcnn

South Carolina:
elwarl fudclgo rhon* HTwa/d,./h f dnar Eh.h,,/t., Arthur Mddlcbh

Georgia:
Bttbtt Qutiixctd Lyaau Hallacortc wako,

Additional

the Declara-
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l. How do you define Jolferson's phrase "self-evid€nt"? What does thal
suggest about Jetrerson's argumentative strategy?

2 How does th6 arrangement of the Declaration help make it a persuasive
document?

lJ. Reading the Declaralion, how might a citizen characteriz€ the nation that is
about to be brought into being?

,.i. How do you see Jelterson's connection to the citizenry he speaks for?

\lifr"ii:,i)

l. How would you characteriz€ J€Iferson's persona in this document? Find
language or images and use them to help you describe his persona in the
Declaration.

2. Write about some o, the examplos that Jefferson uses to establish the
rightness ot his cause. Ar€ they convincing?

Connr-.ct

i. What phrases in the first tew paragraphs of the Declaration are most
lamiliar to you today?

,1. Comment on what the familiar phrasss m€an in terms ol today's
government and today's citizens. How are meanings difierent? The samo?


