
|ane Addams

Jane Addams (1860-1935) was the first Amorican woman to wln tho Nobel psac€ prize
in 1931. Sha founded ths Women,s lnternational League for peace and Freodom, and
Hu House, a setllemont hous6 where hundreds of immigrants and poor learned skills
and iecsived h6lp in thsir quest for cjtizenship and stability. Born in a small lllinois town
to a wealthy mill ownsr and state represontative, Addams early learned tho yirtues of
community and the importance of service. Llncoln was her fath6r's hero and her own, and
she often usod Lincoln's work as a louchstone for her own.

Addams wrote dozens of books on her activist work for peace, women's righls, €co-
renic justice, and the rights of th6 disenrranchised. During World War I and its alt€rmath
lElnti-Communist hysteria, Addams was often call€d a naive pacifist and a Bolshevik
tra*or. But she naver abandoned h6r commitm€nt to p6ace and civil rights ror all. fhe
Long Road ol Woman's Memoty, excerpted here, is drawn from Addams's experi€nces
,.,,ilh thc rcsidcnts 3i l-lull l-1cu:3 ai:d .h^r, .^i^hr^.^.^

a

From The LongRoad o.f Woman's Memory

1 Quite as it wou ld be hard firr anv one of us to selecl the summer in which he
-ceased tu iive that liti, so ardent in childhood and early youth, *hen all lhe

fu;:gal happenings are in the future, so it must be difficult for old people to tell at

=;rrhat 
period they began to regard the present chietly as a prolongation ofthe

past. There is mr doubt, huwcve6 that sur lr ir nt irrt live slr ifti rrgs iutl rever.sals
have taken place for many old people who, under the control of Memory, are

@fiVing much more in the past than in the ephemeralo present.
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ft is most fortunate, therdore" that ir some oubtle hsbion tbrx old *,
people, tadewiog the long road they hane trevcllgil, ore able to tratemute' -,,$
their d^rn untorfardo erperiences into that whidr seerns to make Ewn the =I
ldust wrgt&ed ltfe acceptable This may possibly be due !o an ir$ncl of self-

preservation, which checks the devastating bitterness that would result did

they recall ov€r and over again the sordid detail of ertnts long past; it is even *
possible that those people who were not able thus to inhibit their bitt€rness E
have died earlier, for as one old man recently reminded me, "lt is a true word

that worry can kill a cat." :
'lhis permanent and elernental lunction of Mcmory uas graphically

tlcurortsLr aicd ai I Iull-I Iousc during a pclicd cl se',€n! l'.'epirc .rhen wp urerp 
-.reported to be harboring within its walls a so-called "Devil Baby."

The knowledge ofhis existence burst upon thc residents ofllull-I{ouse
one day when three ltalian womerL wiLh an excited rush through the door, -
Ji.,rrratded that hc bc sholln tt.r lllem. No amount ('f tlclia] ,:onvinced therr
thnt hc was not there, ,i)r thev kn(.w c\.ctlv r,rfial hc rvirs like rvith his cloven

liuofs, his pointcd cars rnd diminutive' tail; the Devil Babv had, moreover. -
been able to speak as soon as he was born and was rnost shockingly profane. *!

The three women were but the forerunners ofa veritableo multitude; for
six weeks frorn every part ofthe city and suhurbs the streams ol visitors to

this mytlrical baby poured in all day long and so fa! ifto the night that thr
regular activities of the settlement were almost swamped.

the Italian version, with a hundred variations, dealt with a pious Italian. 
_

girl nrarricd to an aLhcist. Hcr husband in a reg,' lrari iur ri ii hril-r niiiiiie
from the bedroom wall saying that hc would quite as soon havc a devil in the

hou'se as such a thing, wheretipon the devll lncarnated himself in her coming

child. As soon as the Devil tsaby was born, he ran about the tabie shakirrg hir
linger in deep reproach at his father, who finallv cauglit him and, in tbar and

trembling, brought him to Hull-House,

When the rcsidcnts there. in spite ofthe babyt shocking appearance,

wishing to save his soul. took him to church for baptism, they fuund that

the shawl was empty and the Devil Baby, fleeing from the holy water, was

runnlng irgirtiy ovcr the backs r:f Lire pors.
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The fewish version, again with variations, was to the efect that the father

of six daughters had said before the birth of a seventh child that he would
rather have a devil in the family than another girl, whereupon the Devil Baby

promptiy appeared.

Saveo for a red automobile which occasionally figured in the story
and a stray cigar which, in some versions, the new-born child had

snatched from his father's lips, the tale might have been fashioned a

thousand years ago. '
Although the visitors to the Devil Baby included pcrsons of cvery

degree ofprosperity and educaLiun, even physicians and trained nurses,

wh,r assured us oftheir scientific interesr, the stoq, constnntl), demonstrated
the power of an old wives' tale among thousands of men and women in
modern socidty vrho arc living in a corner oftheir own. tlreir vision fixed,

their intelligence held by soure iron chain of silent hcbit. To such primitivc

People the nctaDho|tPgarcnLlv is still theverv"it',lf,,lliL"'r'r r,'t1r,, 
'1,r

olher tbrrn cl statcmcnt rcachcs thcm; th€ tierrerrdoti:' i(,rl'lLr{E 0i r Ur r crl
wnting tbr them has uo existence. IL was in keeping with thcir simple hahits

that the reputcd prcsencc uI [lrc l)cvil Baby shc,uld not rcaeir tlc lewspapcrs
until the fifth week ofhis sojourn" at Hull-House after thousands ofpeople
had already been intormed ofhis whereabouts by the old method ofpassing

iicts fi.rr,.,rr.uilr trr rrrurriir.

For six wceks as I went about the house, I would hear a voice at the
telephone repeating for the hundredth time that day, "No, therc is no such

bahv : "No, rve never had rt hcrc": 'No. hc corrldn't have seen it tol fltlv
cents"; "We didn't send it anyrvhere, because we ncvcr had it"; "I don't
mean to say that your sister-in-law lied, but there must be some mistake";
"Thc^. i.:.ru usc g,citiug up au cxeursiuu frorn ivliiwaukee, for rhere isn't
any Dcvil Baby at Hull House"; "We can't give rcduced rates, because we

are not exhibiting anything"; and so on and on. As I came near the front
door, I would catch snatches of arguments that were often acrimoniotts:
"Why do you let so many people believe it, if it isu't here?" "W'e have

taken three lines ofcars to come and we have as much right to see it as

anvbod','else"i "This is c prcttl/ blg placc. ofcoursc yrtu corrLl hidc if nasy

enough"; "What are you saying that for, are you going to raise the price of
admission?"

We had doubflcse struck a case ofwhat Orc psy&ologirts call &e
"cmagion of ernotion" addtd to that nacsthaic sociabiliqf t{h6 iryds fl
any on€ of us to drag the entirc housdotd to the windowwhcrr ?pm.*rarI
coEes intoti€ $treet or a rainbow appeam tn the elty. The Dedlsaryof
course was worth many processions and rainbows, and I wlll corfess that as

the empty show went on day after &y, I quite revoltcd against such a vapid.
manifestation ofeven an admirable human trait. There was always one ;
exception, however; whenever I heard the high eager voices of qld women,
I was irreststibly interested and left anything i might be doing in order to ;
listen to thenl. As I came down the stairs, long before I could hear what they
l'ere saf ing, implicit in thcir solcmn aud ptl tcrrl.our" old voices came the
admonition:o

"Wilt thou reject the past

3rg with deep warnings?"

1l rvus a vcrv ricriolN and geltuinc tr!3tter $'ith thc old.r.iomcn, thiE st(.,r !
so .r.ilaleilt nltd ]ei i(, colrtetnpol IncoUs. atrci the.i t]i,clted tu Hull-House
fronr e\.er),.lit?.lidrr; tlrr,::( I hnd lin6ir; 1'or nli1i; rcrr,, uilLrs i ha,j ircver -
known and some whom I had supposed to be long dead. But they were all
alir.c and cagcr; somcthing il lhc storv rtr in its nrvsterious sequences had
arn""a,l ^-- ^r rh^.6 ^-ji,,^ a..-.... wrrLrr (.rfs rx,r! la{c
orders, but insists only upon giving them. Wt had abruptly come in contact
wlth a living and self-assertive human quality!

Durinc l]rc wcelrs ofeIeilcutcll it h,as the old rvcmcn whc rcallv seenre,]

to have come into their own, and perhaps thc most significant result ofthc
incident was the reactlon ot the story upon them. It stirred their minds and
mp6^tie< r( n'irh r ,n.ai, r'r.-1r :+ l^-^-...1 ,!..v*,..,.t ioosciicd u:Lru lurrgucs arrd revealcd
the inner life and thoughts of thcrsc wlu: are so often inarticulatc. ,lley 

are
accustomed to sit at home and to hear the younger members ofthe family
speak ufa{Iairs quite outsirie thetr own experiences, sometimes in a language_
they do not nnderstand, and at best in quick glancing phrases which tky
cannot tbllow; "More than halfthe time I can't tell what they are talking
about," is an oft-reoeated complaint The story of the Devil Bab;* cvidcnl l,v

put into their hands the sort of material with which they were accustomed

4.sthetic sociability: the idea ofth. universality ofthc appreciation ofart and beauty
vapiA ddl insipid

portenrouii foreboding, soLtDn
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