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RHETORICAL SITUATION 

kairos/exigence 

*Author/Rhetor 

context 

culture 

purpose 

audience 

RHETORICAL FUNCTION 
modes of  communiction 

chosen by the rhetor 

Argumentation 

Narration 

Description 

Definition 

Compare/Contrast 

Cause/Effect 

Division Classification 

Process Analysis 

Illustration 

RHETORICAL STRATEGIES: 
organizational decisions made by 

the rhetor to ensure success. 

Appeals: organizational 
decisions to ensure 

success.  

 

• ethos 

• logos 

• pathos 

Reasoning 

 

• deductive 

• inductive 

*Author: 
makes stylistic and 

organizational 
decisions 

 

• main idea 

• supporting details 

• diction 

• figurative language 

• allusion 

• metaphor/simile 

• tone 

 

Aristotilian 

Logic 

MAP OF RHETORICAL TERMS & RELATIONSHIPS  

*Note: Author is mentioned twice—under Rhetorical Situation because of the influence the author’s collective 

experiences, knowledge, and relationships contribute to the context and meaning; under Rhetorical Strategies 

because of the stylistic and organizational decisions made by the author. 

Logical Fallacies: 

 ad hominem 

 ad populum 

 begging the claim 

 circular argument 

 either/or 

 hasty generalization 

 moral equivalency 

 red herring 

 slippery slope 

 strawman 


